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Introduction to Dual Use Research of Concern Defining & Identifying Dual Use Research of Concern 

 

What types of experiments could be considered Dual Use 
Research of Concern (DURC)? 

 

What about the experiment makes it Dual Use? 

 

 

How could information about the experiment be misused? 
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Introduction to Dual Use Research of Concern Defining & Identifying Dual Use Research of Concern 

 

 

Historically, dual use has referred to technologies that can be 
used for both military and peaceful aims.   

 

 

Concerns over dual use as used in this definition arose 
prominently during the Cold War and continue today and are 
captured in reference to Nuclear Weapons through the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



 

  Page 10  
  

Introduction to Dual Use Research of Concern Defining & Identifying Dual Use Research of Concern 

 

Biotechnology Research in an Age of Terrorism (commonly 
referred to as the “Fink Report” named after the committee chair 
Gerald Fink, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

Committee on Research Standards and Practices to Prevent the  

Destructive Application of Biotechnology 

 

Chaired by Gerald Fink  

 

Note the International Significance of the Fink Report:  
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Note the criterion for identifying Dual Use Research of 
Concern:  
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Introduction to Dual Use Research of Concern Defining & Identifying Dual Use Research of Concern 

 

Look at your list from the previous page and look at this list of 
seven categories of experiments that might be considered 
DURC: 

1. What is missing from your list? 

 

2. What was included in your list that is not on this list? 

 

3. Why is there a difference between your list and this list? 
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List other examples/notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



 

  Page 14  
  

Introduction to Dual Use Research of Concern Defining & Identifying Dual Use Research of Concern 

 

 

List other examples/notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



 

  Page 15  
  

Introduction to Dual Use Research of Concern Defining & Identifying Dual Use Research of Concern 

 

 

List other examples/notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



 

  Page 16  
  

Introduction to Dual Use Research of Concern Defining & Identifying Dual Use Research of Concern 

 

 

List other examples/notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



 

  Page 17  
  

Introduction to Dual Use Research of Concern Defining & Identifying Dual Use Research of Concern 

 

 

List other examples/notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



 

  Page 18  
  

Introduction to Dual Use Research of Concern Defining & Identifying Dual Use Research of Concern 

 

 

List other examples/notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



 

  Page 19  
  

Introduction to Dual Use Research of Concern Defining & Identifying Dual Use Research of Concern 

 

 

List other examples/notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



 

  Page 20  
  

Introduction to Dual Use Research of Concern Defining & Identifying Dual Use Research of Concern 

 

 

List other examples/notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



 

  Page 21  
  

Introduction to Dual Use Research of Concern Examples of Potential DURC 

 

 

Note the concerns that are involved with this report: 

 

 

What are some actions you would take to prevent or reduce 
those concerns? 
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Introduction to Dual Use Research of Concern Examples of Potential DURC 

 

 

Do you need to consider just the seven categories? 

 

 

 

 

When do you need to make these considerations? 
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Note that any list of experiments and/or categories are 
inherently inadequate to cover all the possible cases of 
potential DURC.   
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Introduction to Dual Use Research of Concern What to do about DURC? 

 

 

The NSABB recognized that almost all research can be 
identified as having a dual use potential.  

 

Thus, another layer of specificity was developed for those 
research programs that have the highest potential for 
generating malevolent dual use research 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  Page 25  
  

Introduction to Dual Use Research of Concern What to do about DURC 

 

Possible actions as laid out by the AAAS Survey of 
Attitudes and Actions on Dual Use Research in the Life 
Sciences: 

Change in Performance of research: 

 

Change in Collaboration: 

 

Change in research communications: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  Page 26  
  

Introduction to Dual Use Research of Concern What to do about DURC 

 

 

Expected answers for communication of potential DURC.   
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